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7. help to make the community a better place to live, work and play; 
8. have the commitment of the City (and, where appropriate) its partners to tracking 

its long-term effectiveness; and 
9. provide a framework for positive change in the well-being of [neighbourhood]  

The Commission believes that completion of the plans within the allocated timeframe and 
resources should not take precedence over the other criteria for success. And we recognize 
this may impact on other important planning work which is need by the City as mentioned in 
the report.  

Embarking on three community plans simultaneously, with a fourth underway concurrently, 
was an ambitious undertaking. Pausing for a review may delay completion, but improve 
outcomes for the other indicators of success. 

Looking ahead to future planning processes, there would be a benefit to building in ongoing 
assessment of the process in relation to the success criteria, to determine if any 
adjustments or corrections to the process are needed. Also, clarification of what is meant 
by terms such as ‘engagement,’ participation,’ and ‘collaboration’ would contribute to the 
development of a shared understanding and clear expectations. 

The Commission believes that the timelines of the Grandview-Woodland, Marpole and West 
End Community planning programs should be extended as needed so that staff and 
communities can further discuss, debate, and select preferred options for the emerging 
directions that will be included within the community Plans. The successful conclusion of 
these community planning programs now underway is very important for future city-wide 
plan initiatives.  

In closing, we recall Council's motion of March 28, 2012, to "make all reports coming to 
Council regarding these three community plans available to respective communities for at 
least two weeks prior to the Council meeting at which the report is to be heard," and hope 
that future reports will be released according to that Council motion to allow time for 
review. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

Peter Greenwell, Chair, on behalf of 

The Vancouver City Planning Commission 

A Council-appointed advisory body with a mandate to consider planning matters affecting the city’s future 


